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All Nisei are liable to imprisonment if
we refuse to volunteer to leave. At least
that is the likeliest interpretation of Ian
Mackenzie's “Volunteer or else” statement" .

G BRI BB 2w HE X THB
FAT &R D 29T AREBZEND AT
VvV —O THFEMICLEBR, b
GF e VI RFDOH S B BIEMN L
MTLxrIo)

COXHBERDIEINZ LT HFEME V) I
BRI TIT b7 ANMERE 7 O NIRRT 24512
LG o cdKogawa (LA A7 & EilT
%) BEHH ATV, I ZIE, T 5 E g

(Royal Canadian Mounted Police PAF&E, HAS
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had to give them up or suffer the humiliation
of having them taken forcibly by the RCMP.
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[They can search our homes without warrant.
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race riots, the yellow peril. GR: 2% ) O & il
7Eo7z720I2  BUA Lo E F#e . AR E)
L H R SN TOHTER D o720) |7
EHEPINT WS, HR— 7217 T2 <, [+ nobody
can keep up with all the things that are
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PRIBISH LT, [-++ mostly there's a helpless
panic. Not the hysterical kind, but the kind
that churns round and round going nowhere.
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This morning Dad got out of bed and
went to the Pool bunkhouse for men (the
former Women's Building) . He was
nauseated by the smell, the clouds of dust,
the pitiful attempts at privacy. The
livestock Building (where the women and

kids are) is worse. Plus manure smells.

The straw ticks are damp and mouldy'”.
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.-+ the confinees in the Hastings Park
Pool came down with terrible stomach
pains. Ptomaine, I gather. -+ the people
are treated worse than livestock -+ No
plumbing of any kind. They can't take a
bath. They don't even take their clothes
off. Two weeks now. Lord! Can you
imagine a better breeding ground for
typhus? They're cold (Vancouver has a
fuel shortage), they're undernourished,
they're unwashed. One of the men who
came out to buy food said it was pitiful the
way the kids scramble for food and the
slow ones go emptym).

(FN—ATA VT R I= 7 DT =B Bk
NTWBLANLBEROEWERZEZILTEN
FL7zo BHHETLE ). - HlE - ARAL
RELUTOWNT T, -+ Hllg - KB D
s MEICHANT, rE2HCIET5TEE
Ao CALRIREOTEL) HHMB-HEL
720 DB NI F T AZESTINEL oI5
HEHAHTLLIDPAALRIESICSEDZ (N
YN IIREA R D TE) L REARIC
0 ABEDEY)VIRETHE T, &8 %
HWIIHTEXZ-BoOADOFETIE, TEB B
B EENEGN, CTFCTF LTV S FIEw
DHHABHIDH N O B VDIEZH T, 1ZAL
INIHhbWEH LI EoT VL)



DL iRENNAET COAENEZ KRS
T2HRAFFTAD, EDXH L BNTH 700
KOGITHIIBITE I —BIXSIAD ﬂlﬁFﬁf
BRTHIFADOBIEDE A LALLM
SNTWwa,

I found Grandma Nakane there sitting
like a little troll in all that crowd, with her
chin on her chest. At first I couldn't
believe it. She didn't recognize me. She
just stared and stared. Then when I knelt
down in front of her, she broke down and
clung to me and cried and cried and said
she'd rather have died than have come to

such a place 1
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There's no sadness when friends of long
standing disappear overnight -+ either to
Camp or somewhere in the Interior. No
farewells ‘- no promise at all of future

meetings or correspondence *** or
anything. We just disperse. It's as if we
never existed. We're hit so many ways at
one time that if I wasn't past feeling I
think I would crumble'”.
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-+ chasing this elusive hope or that,
worrying, figuring, going bats with
indecision, with one door after another

closing then opening again -+ we finally

realize the only thing to do is give in 10
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ZOREIZE LT [Conditions worse than
evacuation. Repatriation and dispersal policies
the cruellest cut of all. G &S IE (BE—Kif
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Emily: “I hate to admit it, but for all we
hear about the States, Canada's
capacity for racism seems even
worse.”

Naomi: “Worse?”

Emily: “The American Japanese were
interned as we were in Canada,
and sent off to concentration
camps, but their property wasn't
liquidated as ours was. And look
how quickly the communities
reestablished themselves in Los
Angeles and San Francisco. We
weren't allowed to return to the
West Coast like that. We've never
recovered from the dispersal
policy. But of course that was the
government's whole idea - to
make sure we'd never be visible
again. Official racism was blatant
in Canada. The Americans have
a Bill of Rights, right? We

don't.”
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What it boils down to is an undemocratic racial
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The whole continent is in shock about the Pearl
Harbor bombing. GR: OH 2355030 &b T
LEo72 1 28— b= N— DB T, KFEL 9B
YavrEZITwET,) |* [War breeds utter
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RO OFEEMN [+ we were all spies and
saboteurs, and that in 1931 there were 55,000
of us and that number has doubled in the last
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-++ the newspapers are printing outright
lies. There was a picture of a young Nisel
boy with a metal lunch box and it said he
was a spy with a radio transmitter®”.
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My butcher --
are betrayed by the outright racists and

- But kind people like him

opportunists like Alderman Wilson, God
damn his soul. And there are others who,
although they wouldn't persecute us, are
ignorant and indifferent and believe we're
being very well treated for the “class” of

people we are®.
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Mind you, you can't compare this sort of
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thing to anything that happens in
Germany. That country is openly
totalitarian. But Canada is supposed to be

29
a democracy ).
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How different my two aunts are. One
lives in sound, the other in stone. Obasan's
language remains deeply underground but
Aunt Emily, BA, MA, is a word warrior’”.
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HIREICEILCD [Tt isn't as if we Nisei were
aliens - technically or not. GR: EERIIZL A% A
LA B2 DA EIANTH 2 DIF IRV
1Z0) 1* [Rumours are that we're going to be
kept as prisoners and war hostages -+ but
that's so ridiculous since we're Canadians. (Al :
I D ETIE, A2 BIZINA D E O TN &
NLZEICRABEVIDTT, FARIEN LRI EN
HOHTLEIID o MBI ARALIFTANGD
120) 1P & BN KO TR N T A,
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Obasan, however, does not come from
this clamorous climate. She does not dance
to the multi-cultural piper's tune or
respond to the racist's slur. She remains in
a silent territory, defined by her serving
hands™.
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“Who knows how or why they decided
to leave? Some Issei without their children
around couldn't read and simply signed

because they were urged to.” *”
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Yesterday Stephen came running back
from town shouting that the war was over
and we had won. “We won, we won, we
won!” he cried, running through the yard
with both hands raised and his fingers in
the V-for-Victory sign. -+ After Stephen
calmed down, he climbed the woodshed
and hopped to the roof of the house,
carrying a hammer and nails and a
flagpole with a well-worn Union Jack39>.
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FHER] EEEE L[ “What this country did to
us, it did to itself” (FR: E R A7z HIZ L 722 L i
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Twhb, Tk M\v/zF 4 31k [For her, the
injustice done to us in the past was still a live
issue. (& (=3I —=BIXSA) ITE-T HA
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“You are your history. If you cut any of
it off youre an amputee. Don't deny the
past. Remember everything. If youre
bitter, be bitter. Cry it out! Scream! Denial
is gangrene.” *?
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long. Shouldn't we turn the page and move on?”
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I want to break loose from the heavy
identity, the evidence of rejection, the
unexpressed passion, the misunderstood
politeness. I am tired of living ** -
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EAHS[ “We're gluing our tongues back on”
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for the sake of the
gaman shi masho *-- let us

“Kodomo no tame -
children ---
endure.” The voices pour down like rain
but in the middle of the downpour I still
feel thirst™.
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