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A Path of Leaves can also provide the opportunity
for exploring national attitudes towards Canadian
immigration, cultural diversity and communities of
colour. Teachers can help students to examine the
ways that Canada's cultural communities define
themselves, as well as institutions, centres and
events that support their distinction. To facilitate
this learning, A Path of Leaves has been written for
guided study in grades 5, 6, or 7 with the placement
of information being centered on Canadian history
and national identity. Bringing this knowledge, in
depth, into a classroom implies respect for and
understanding of the Japanese Canadian
experiences. To assist teachers in this process, A
Path of Leaves has been designed to support and
facilitate visits to the Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre and to encourage the participation of
Japanese Canadian senior and other knowledgeable
members of each school district's local Japanese

. .1
Canadian communities.”
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1. A classroom is not a platform.

2. Controversy is best taught through
discussion rather than instruction.

3. Discussion should protect divergence of
views among participants.

4. A teacher has responsibility for ensuring
exploration of the issue so the discussion
promotes understanding and is not merely

. 14
an exchange of intolerance.'”
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- Chapter 1 - Immigration & Prosperity

- Chapter 2 +---- First Uprooting and
Confiscation

- Chapter 3 - Internment and Survival

- Chapter 4 +---- The San

- Chapter 5 ----* The Second Uprooting
- Chapter 6 - Redress

- Chapter 7 «---- Peace on Earth
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"Across the sky the geese cry out, yet strive
to keep formation."
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+ How does it feel to be discriminated against?

- How does it feel to be the person doing the
discriminating?

* Why would people want to discriminate against

another person or group?
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- refugee
- uprooted
- displaced person -exiled

-repatriation - internment
-incarceration - prisoner of war

- evacuation
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1. Divide students into pairs, for the purpose of
exchanging letters.

2. Students write a letter (which they know
will be shared in class) to a friend in another
town. Students can write about their lives,
what is happening in their neighborhood and
school, their feelings about a recent
uncomfortable event or experience.

3. Teacher collects the letters and redistributes
the letters to the selected pairs, assuring
that all students receive the other's letter.

4. The students are now the censors. With
dark felt pens they black out "any suspicious
words or phrases' in the letter.

5. Letters are then returned to their authors.

6. Each student reads portions of his or her
letter to the class, indicating what was
censored (if they can remember) .

X512, Glossary® Tl, T HEHIE %
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\F% & Betray. Human Rights. Injustice.
Prejudice. Racial Discrimination. Racism7z &\
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1. Butsudan: Buddhist altar or shrine

2. Fujinkai: New Denver Japanese Canadian
Ladies Association

3. Gambari: Name given to Japanese Canadian
political activists

4. Kai: Japanese word meaning "association”

5. Kanji: The Japanese system of writing using
modified Chinese characters

6. Nikkei: Person of Japanese heritage whose
ancestors emigrated from Japan to settle in
another country
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7. Ofuro: Japanese bathhouse
8. Tofu-ya: Tofu factory
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